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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 5187 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : POLITICAL MILITARY SITUATION 

REF: LISBON 5153 DTG 041250Z SEP 75 

1. THE POLITICAL MILITARY SITUATION AS OF 1 1:00 A.M. LOCAL 
SEPT 5 FOLLOWS: 

PRESIDENT'S DECISIONS LAST NIGHT TO GO AHEAD WITH AFM 
ASSEMBLY AND CONTINUE GONCALVES IN OFFICE UNTIL NEW PM DESIGNATED 
HAVE HEIGHTENED THE TENSION. AT PRESIDENT'S URGING, FAB I AO 
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RESULTED IN POSTPONEMENT OF ASSEMBLY FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 3:00 PM 
AS ELEMENTS OF THE ARMY ASSEMBLY AND THE ANTUNES GROUP MEET 
THIS MORNING IN TANCOS TO CONSIDER THE ARMY'S POSITION. 

3. AT THE AIR FORCE ASSEMBLY LAST NIGHT. THE VOTE WAS 137 TO 6 
WITH 19 ABSTENTIONS FOR AF CHIEF MORAIS DA SILVA. AIR FORCE 
DECIDED TO GO ALONG WITH DECISION ARMY MAKES ON ATTENDANCE 
AT TODAY'S ASSEMBLY. 

4. COSTA GOMES AND VASCO GONCALVES ARE SCHEDULED TO ATTEND 
THE ASSEMBLY, BUT HAVE NOT LEFT LISBON YET. "O IORNAL" REPORTED 
THIS MORNING THAT ONE OF THE MILITARY (A MEMBER OF THE NINE, WE 
UNDERSTAND FROM ANOTHER SOURCE) SAID THAT IF COSTA GOMES WENT 
AHEAD WITH THE MEETING IT WOULD BE HIS LAST DECISION AS 
PRESIDENT. ANOTHER EMBASSY SOURCE SAYS THAT ARMY IS CONSIDERING 
PHYSICALLY BLOCKING THE ASSEMBLY IN ORDER TO PREVENT IT FROM 
TAKING PLACE. 

5. COMMENT: DESPITE THE BRAVE WORDS FROM THE ANTI-COMMUNIST 
CAMP, FACT IS THAT THEY ARE UNSURE OF WHOM THEY CAN COUNT ON, 
PARTICULARLY COSTA GOMES AND FABIAO, AND FACE AN ENEMY IN THE PRO- 
GONCALVES GROUP THAT IS PREPARED TO GO TO ANY LENGTHS TO HANG ON. 
THE PRESIDENT'S INSIST ANCE ON THE MEETING ALSO BRINGS INTO PLAY 

THE INSTINCTIVE MILITARY REACTION TO OBEY ORDERS FROM THE 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF. HE SEEMS DETERMINED TO GO ALL THE WAY 
WITH THE GONCALVES CROWD. 

6. IN ADDITION TO THE ANTI-COMMUNISTS DESIRE TO AVOID THE 
SHEDDING OF BLOOD, THERE IS A REAL FEAR THAT LEFT MILITARY UNITS 
IN LISBON AND THE PARTY MILITIAS WILL TAKE OVER THE CITY. 

MILITARILY, THIS PRESENTS NO PROBLEM AS LISBON CAN BE ISOLATED. 
HOWEVER, THE ANTI-COMMUNISTS FEAR THAT THEIR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES 
WILL BE HELD HOSTAGE IN LISBON BY THE LEFTISTS. 

7. SPINOLA S INOPORTUNE RETURN TO EUROPE HAS BEEN A GREAT BOON 
TO THE FAR LEFT, WHICH CAN NOW CLAIM THAT ALL LEFTISTS MUST 
UNITE IN THE FACE OF A THREAT FROM THE ULTRA RIGHT. 
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